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SUBJECT: WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE 

REE: STATE 010697 

1. ON JANUARY 31 EMBOEF SUCCEEDED IN SECURING APPOINTMENT TO 
DISCUSS CONTENTS REFTEL WITH COUNSELOR JOSE MELERO, NOW DIREC- 
TOR OF THE OFEICE FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND EINANCIAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN NEW SECRETARIAT OE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS, MINISTRY OF ECONOMY. HIS OFFICE AND 
HIS FUNCTIONS WERE RECENTLY REMOVED EROM EOREIGN MINISTRY. 
SINCE RECEIPT REFTEL, EMBASSY HAD SOUGHT PERSISTENTLY TO CON- 
TACT APPROPRIATE GOA OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS SUBJECT AND GOA 
PLANS FOR PARTICIPATION. OUR EFFORTS TOTALLY IMPEDED UNTIL 
RECENTLY BECAUSE OE ABSENCE EROM CITY APPROPRIATE OFEICIALS 
AND REORGANIZATION WITHIN GOA WITH OEFICIALS, ON THEIR RETURN, 
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ENGAGED IN PHYSICALLY MOVING OFEICES AND OUT OF REACH BY TET.F- 
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PHONE. 

2. MELERO APOLOGIZED FOR INABILITY RECEIVE EMBOFF AT EARLIER 
DATE AND STATED DIVISION OF FUNCTIONS BETWEEN FONMIN AND NEW 
SECRETARIAT IN MINISTRY OF ECONOMY STILL IN ELUX. STATED HE 
BELIEVED ARGENTINA WOULD NOT ONLY ATTEND WFC IN NOVEMBER BUT 
ANTICIPATED GOA REPS WOULD SEEK PARTICIPATE PREP COM ON FEB 1 1 
IF THEY STILL HAD NOT DONE SO. INDICATED MARKET EXPERT 

OF ARGENTINA'S UN DELEGATION WOULD BE ASSIGNED TO PARTICIPATE 
PREP COM. NO OFEICIAL WILL TRAVEL FROM BA FOR PREP COM. HE 
WAS UNABLE SPECIEY BY NAME WHICH OF ARGENTINA'S UN DELEGATION 
WOULD BE MOST LIKELY TO BECOME REPS IN CONNECTION WFC. 

3. IT WAS EVIDENT GOA HAS GIVEN WFC LITTLE THOUGHT SO FAR AND 
HAS MADE NO STUDY OF ISSUES NOR PREPARED SPECIFIC POSITIONS. 
MELERO'S COMMENTS, AS REPORTED BELOW, WERE PREFACED BY HIS 
STATEMENT THAT THEY WERE UNOFFICIAL, PERSONAL VIEWS. EMBASSY 
BELIEVES, HOWEVER, THAT MELERO IS AS FAMILIAR WITH WFC AS 
ANYONE IN AUTHORITY IN BA AT PRESENT TIME AND HIS COMMENTS ARE 
AS AUTHORATATIVE AS CAN BE SECURED. 

4. DURING AND FOLLOWING DISCUSSION WITH EMBOFF, MELERO EXPRES- 
SED HIMSELF AS IN CLOSE ACCORD RE US POSITION ON THEME OE CON- 
FERENCE, THAT MAIN THRUST SHOULD BE ON PROBLEMS AND REMEDIAL 
ACTIONS IN MEDIUM TERM AND WITH AGENDA OUTLINED IN PARA 9 
REETEL. 

5. MELERO EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS, HOWEVER, CONCERNING POSSI- 
BILITIES EOR RESTRICTING COVERAGE OE CONFERENCE IN WAYS OUT- 
LINED IN PARAS 5, 6, AND 8 OF REFTEL. HE EELT THAT SEVERAL 
COUNTRIES, INCLUDING ARGENTINA, WOULD EIND IT DIEFICULT TO 
AGREE ON RESTRICTING THE CONFERENCE TO THREE MAIN EOOD-CROP 
GROUPS WHEN THEY HAVE STRONG INTERESTS IN OTHER ITEMS. HE ALSO 
THOUGHT THAT WHILE IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO LEAVE OTHER INTER- 
NATIONAL BUSINESS AND CONFERENCES TO COVER SOME ASPECTS OF 
WORLD FOOD PROBLEMS (AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 6 REFTEL), MANY 
COUNTRIES WOULD WISH TO EXPAND AGENDA ITEM ON IMPROVING EFFI- 
CIENCY OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION TO EXPLORE SUCH SUBJECTS 
AS AVAILABILITY OF MARKETS FOR INCREASED PRODUCTION AND HOW 
DISTRIBUTION AND RESERVES CAN BE FINANCED IN MORE ORDERLY WAYS 
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THAT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT PROBLEMS OF LDCS. 

6. COMMENT: WE REPEAT, GOA HAS NOT GIVEN SERIOUS CONSIDERATION 
TO PROBLEM OE KEEPING WFC WITHIN MANAGABLE AGENDA AND DESIG- 
NATED TIME FRAME. IT SHOULD BE EXPECTED THAT ARGENTINE DELEGATES 
TO PREP COM WILL EOLLOW THIRD WORLD AND LDC POSITIONS TO LARGE 
EXTENT DURING DELIBERATIONS. 

KREBS 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, FOOD ASSISTANCE, MEETING DELEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BUENOS00832 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 974/newtext/t1 9740263/aaaacgxs.tel 
Line Count: 115 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: STATE 01 0697 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 8 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 APR 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <03 JUN 2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE 

TAGS: AORG, EAGR, AR, UN, FAO, WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE, (MELERO, JOSE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



